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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO DINNER 

The University of Chicago Dinner, which is held annually during 
the week of the meeting of the Department of Superintendence will 
be held Wednesday evening, March i, at the Hamilton Club, 
20 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. Guests will assemble 
at six o'clock on the third floor. Dinner will be served promptly 
at six-thirty. The cost is $2.00 per plate. 

GEOGRAPHY IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS EROM 1 776 TO 1860 

The history of geography in the elementary-school curriculum 
was recently investigated by W. P. Boyle, A.M., Beloit, Wisconsin, 
for the period from 1776 to i860. Previous to the Revolutionary 
War, geography was taught in only a comparatively small number 
of schools in the American colonies. When it was taught, it 
consisted largely of sailor, or nautical, geography. Progress in 
the introduction of geography into the curriculum was slow before 
1720, even though it was included in the entrance requirements to 
Harvard in 1814. The period from 1820 to 1840 was one of steady 
gain in the popularity of the subject. The following decade, how- 
ever, was the one characterized by the enactment of educational 
legislation expressly providing that geography be included in the 
elementary-school curriculum. Among the outstanding influences 
leading up to emphasis on geography were the "westward move- 
ment" and the growth of the American merchant marine. Both 
demanded a greater knowledge of geography than was necessary 
at an earlier date. The growth of national pride was also instru- 
mental in the change, as were also certain economic and social 
changes, such as division of labor and the consequent inter- 
dependence of different classes of people and sections of the 
country. 
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Previous to 1800, and to a considerable extent during the 
decade ending in 18 10, geography textbooks were used merely as 
readers. This period was followed by one of almost absolute 
memorization. This continued as the chief method until near the 
end of the third decade, when the influence of Pestalozzi and Ritter 
began to make itself felt. This influence can be traced in the work 
of such educational leaders as William B. Fowle, William C. Wood- 
bridge, Horace Mann, Calvin E. Stowe, and Arnold Guyot. 
Through the influence of these and other leaders less attention 
was paid to memorization and more to training in observation and 
to the study of physical geography. Before the Revolutionary War 
and for many years after its close, English textbooks were used. 
The first American textbook in this subject was published by 
J. Morse at New Haven in 1784. This was foUowed by a long 
series of small izmo books, containing a great deal of descriptive 
material which was not always quite true to facts. The earlier 
books contained a few small uncolored maps, but in 1843 there 
was published by Cornell a large flat volume like our modern 
geographies which contained many colored maps. Illustrations 
were almost entirely lacking before 1830, but from that time on 
they were numerous. 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF INDIVIDUAI, DIFFERENCES 

F. W. Reeves, A.M., superintendent of schools. Winner, South 
Dakota, recently made an intensive study of individual differences 
through the use of tests in intelligence, reading, and arithmetic. 
The data justified the foUowing conclusions: (i) The Haggerty 
Examination, Delta 2, is an excellent instrument for diagnosing 
the abiUty of school children. (2) The Illinois Examination Test 
is sufficiently accurate to make it of considerable value for diagnostic 
purposes. (3) The work of the school was greatly improved as a 
result of reclassifying the pupils into fast and slow groups and 
through the establishment of ungraded rooms. 



